Yr 9 Reading Skills

The Programme Cohort
The Reading Skills programme is an option line programme which is timetabled for three hours per week. It is a small class, comprising of less than 10 students, but usually sits at 6-8. The students are identified initially through whole school literacy assessment, or teacher recommendation, and then an individual literacy assessment is completed. Generally the students who are included in the programme are reading more than three years below their chronological age. The majority of students who enrol in the programme initially appear to have reasonable decoding skills and weak comprehension skills, however, with further investigation the majority of students have significant gaps in their phonemic awareness.

The Purpose of the Programme
The purpose of the programme is to improve the “reading skills” of the students and to lessen the gap between the students reading ability and their chronological age. Building strategies that will enable engagement with “texts” across the curriculum is a key focus. The programme is not designed as an extension to English but is deliberately focused on the development of the skills required for “skilled” reading.

The Programme
The programme takes a balanced approach to teaching literacy. Every lesson incorporates a of variety short activities that include both word level skills and comprehension skills.

A significant portion of the programme includes working on word level skills. The specific content depends on the results of the student’s assessments and while each lesson has an outline, these do fluctuate depending on what comes up during a lesson. Most lessons include an activity around phoneme segmentation and specific “sounds” such as digraphs; especially vowel digraphs. As students skills strengthen, work with vowel diphthongs is introduced. 

Working at the word level also includes work with syllables, onset / rime, word families, etc. Again as students skills strengthen, lessons including morphology are also included, starting with suffixes: “s”, “ed”, and “ing” and common prefixes.

A majority of the lesson content also include work centred on developing specific comprehension strategies and include guided reading. Strategies such are predicting, previewing, skimming and scanning, questioning, summarising, inferring, visualising, etc are introduced and then reviewed on a regular basis. Identifying text features, and using text features to gain an overview of the text (preview) is a strategy that is also included frequently in lessons.

The Literacy Learning Progressions give good guidance for the “next steps” for explicit instruction. By identifying what skills the students have developed, or where their literacy “gaps” are, the Literacy Learning Progressions can indicate what their next goal should be. 

Term Outline
The following term outline is a working document, and the pace, content, structure, texts, etc alter depending on the progress and need of the students. The texts have been chosen to assist with the development of specific skills and at a reading level accessible to the students of the cohort.
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	Week 1
	Literacy Learning Progression

After two years at school: 
decoding unfamiliar words by:
· Using their knowledge of grapheme–phoneme relationships to identify both consonant sounds (e.g., s, t, p, sh, th, ch, ng) and vowel sounds (e.g., e, a, o, ai, ow,igh, ou, ee)
· recognising common chunks of words and making analogies to words that look similar

By the End of Year 4: 
· Looking for clues to confirm their predictions and inferences
· Making connections between their prior knowledge and the concrete examples in a text in order to understand abstract ideas in the text
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Long and Short “a” sorting activity
· Long “a” task sheet.
· Prediction Activity – Brainstorm it / Sort it
· Complete the brainstorm about BMX. (Use laminated strips and write on with OHT pen. Group and construct labels with different colour laminated paper.
· Group guided reading “Calling All Riders” SJ: 1,3,2008 (9-10)
· On different colour laminated paper add information gathered from the text. Sort under the groups or add more groups.
· (Using the groups construct a summary, each group as a paragraph)
· Onset / Rime Game

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling – 2.62 & 3.10
· Sheena Cameron – Brainstorm it / Sort it.
· SJ 
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Long and Short “e” sorting activity
· Long “e” task sheet.
· Prediction Activity – Before and After Web
· Complete the brainstorm about what we know before reading about “Middens”.
· Group Guided Reading “The Hidden Midden” SJ: 2,3,2010 (9.5-10.5)
· Add new information we have gathered through reading. Either link it to previous information or add a new section to the web.
· Word Family Challenge Game

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling – 2.65 & 3.14
· Sheena Cameron – Before and After Web
· Onset / Rime Game
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “at”
· Long and Short “i” sorting activity
· Long “i” task sheet.
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling – 2.6 & 2.70
· Reading Log







	Week 2
	Literacy Learning Progression

After two years at school: 
decoding unfamiliar words by:
· Using their knowledge of grapheme–phoneme relationships to identify both consonant sounds (e.g., s, t, p, sh, th, ch, ng) and vowel sounds (e.g., e, a, o, ai, ow,igh, ou, ee)
· recognising common chunks of words and making analogies to words that look similar

By the End of Year 4: 
· Looking for clues to confirm their predictions and inferences
· Making connections between their prior knowledge and the concrete examples in a text in order to understand abstract ideas in the text
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Long and Short “o” sorting activity
· Long “o” task sheet.
· Prediction Activity - Anticipation
· Guided Reading
· Triple letter blend last card.

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling – 2.71 & 2.73
· Sheena Cameron – Anticipation Guide
· Group guided reading “Making the Team”. SJ:1,2, 2011 (8.5-9.5)
· Triple letter blend last card
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Long and Short “u” sorting activity
· Long “u” task sheet.
· Text features (discuss text features and create a poster for the classroom wall by labelling an exemplar; title; sub headings, illustrations, text box, caption, bold, italics, chart, bullets, different colour fonts, etc)
· Identify the text features in “Getting Your Drivers Licence”
· Write a preview of the text only using text features.

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling  2.74 & 2.76
· “Getting Your Drivers Licence” Choices 1998
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “en”
· Long vowel sound overview – “Wingo”
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling – & 
· Wingo (long vowel sound bingo)
· Reading Log







	Week 3
	Literacy Learning Progression

After Three Years at School: 
· knowing the meanings of some common prefi xes (e.g., un-, re-, in-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -ly, -er, -less, -ful) and understanding how they affect the meanings of words;
· looking for information in visual language features (such as text boxes in non-fiction texts);

By the End of Year 4: 
· Looking for clues to confirm their predictions and inferences identifying and summarising main ideas (using their knowledge of text structure)
· making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Long vowel sound revision
· Predict what the text is going to be about. Make statements.
· Group guided reading “Get Your Hands Dirty”
· Check statements and give examples from text to show correct anticipation.
· Triple letter blend last card.

Resources
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Switched onto Spelling 3.30 
· Sheena Cameron – Anticipation Guide
· Group guided reading “Get Your Hands Dirty”. SJ:1,4, 2009 (8.5-9.5)
· 
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Introduce the idea of suffixes. Discuss purpose of “ed”, and “ing”
· Discuss the different sound of “ed” – “d”, “t”, and “ed”. Even though it sounds different we know what the purpose of the suffix is.
· Text features (discuss text features and create a poster for the classroom wall by labelling an exemplar; title; sub headings, illustrations, text box, caption, bold, italics, chart, bullets, different colour fonts, etc)
· Identify the text features in “Rugby League Rules”
· Write a preview of the text only using text features.
· Group guided reading “Rugby League Rules”
· Long vowel sound last card.

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling 2.82 
· “Rugby League Rules” SJSL
· Long vowel sound last card.
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “ip”
· Long vowel sound overview – “Wingo”
· Discuss the purpose of doubling the last letter to keep the short vowel sound when adding the suffix “ed” and “ing”. Find examples – sit (ting), nap (ping),or,  know (ing), 
· Discuss dropping the “e”.
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Switched onto Spelling 2.83 & 2.84
· Wingo (long vowel sound bingo)
· Reading Log









	Week 4
	Literacy Learning Progression

In the Third Year at School: 
· knowing the meanings of some common prefi xes (e.g., un-, re-, in-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -ly, -er, -less, -ful) and understanding how they affect the meanings of words;
· articulating and using a variety of decoding strategies appropriately when they encounter unfamiliar words (e.g., by recognising syllables within words or by applying their knowledge of regular and irregular spelling patterns)
· looking for information in visual language features (such as text boxes in non-fiction texts);

By the End of Year 4: 
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Discuss the purposes of adding “s” as a suffix. Discuss the different sounds of the “s”, e.g. “z” or “s” – dogs (z) cats (s). Even though the sound is different the purpose of the suffix in this case is the same.
· Discuss what students know about frogs. Complete the first part of the compare and contrast chart.
· Group guided reading “A Very Special Frog”
· Add characteristics of the Maud Island frog to the compare and contrast chart.
· Identify the similaraties and differences.
· Using notes write a summary.
· Triple letter blend last card.

Resources
· Switch onto Spelling 2.86 & 2.87. 
· Sheena Cameron – Compare and Contrasting Diagram
·  “A Very Special Frog”. SJ:1,4, 2005 (9-10)
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Introduce the idea a variety of different suffixes. Brainstorm the different meanings the suffixes add to the root words.
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.31
· Discuss syllables. Clap out syllables of names. Check understanding of vowels and consonants. Explain vc/cv pattern of syllables. Give examples and practice using whiteboard.
· Group guided reading “The First Rugby Ball: A Smelly Story.”
· Suffix Rummy game

Resources
·  “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.31
· “The First Rugby Ball: A Smelly Story.” SJ:1,2, 2011
· “The First Rugby Ball: A Smelly Story.” Task sheet.
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “og”
· VCCV syllable fish
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Wingo (long vowel sound bingo)
· VCCV syllable fish
· Reading Log









	Week 5
	Literacy Learning Progression

In the Third Year at School: 
· knowing the meanings of some common prefi xes (e.g., un-, re-, in-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -ly, -er, -less, -ful) and understanding how they affect the meanings of words;
· articulating and using a variety of decoding strategies appropriately when they encounter unfamiliar words (e.g., by recognising syllables within words or by applying their knowledge of regular and irregular spelling patterns)
· looking for information in visual language features (such as text boxes in non-fiction texts);

By the End of Year 4: 
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review syllables
· Complete “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 57
· Discuss prefixes. Identify how common prefixes such as “un” or “dis” have meaning and can change the meaning of the root word.
· Complete “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 28
· Identify the text features in “Te Taonga Nui a Tane”
· Write a preview of the text only using text features.
· Group guided reading “Te Taonga Nui a Tane”
· Complete the “Te Taonga Nui a Tane” task sheet
· VCCV syllable fish.

Resources
·  “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 57
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 28
· “Te Taonga Nui a Tane”. SJ:1,1, 2011 (9-10)
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review syllables. Discuss V/CV
· V/CV worksheet
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.58
· Review prefixes.
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.29
· Discuss inference. Complete 
· Group guided reading “Old Sandshoe.” 
· Group discussion – What is Sandshoe’s personality like? How do we know that Pa is sick before the text tells us?
· V/CV syllable fish.

Resources
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.29 & 58
· Sheena Cameron – Inference Detectives SM31A
· “Old Sandshoe.” SJ:1, 1, 2011 (8.5-9.5)
· “Old Sandshoe.” Task sheet.
· V/CV syllable fish
· V/CV syllable worksheet.
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “un”
· Suffix Rummy game
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Suffix Rummy game
· Reading Log







	Week 6
	Literacy Learning Progression

In the Third Year at School: 
· knowing the meanings of some common prefi xes (e.g., un-, re-, in-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -ly, -er, -less, -ful) and understanding how they affect the meanings of words;
· articulating and using a variety of decoding strategies appropriately when they encounter unfamiliar words (e.g., by recognising syllables within words or by applying their knowledge of regular and irregular spelling patterns)
· looking for information in visual language features (such as text boxes in non-fiction texts);

By the End of Year 4: 
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review long vowel sounds
· Complete “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 60
· Review prefixes and suffixes.
· Complete “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 30
· Review inference. Complete Inference Detectives. 
· Group guided reading  Making the Team”
· As a group discuss the clues we have for deciding that Dad is unfit. “What do we know about Ruby’s fitness and preparation for the game?
· V/CV syllable fish.

Resources
·  “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 60
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p. 30
· Sheena Cameron – Inference Detectives SM31B
· “Making the Team.” SJ:1, 2, 2011 (8.5-9.5)

	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review syllables. Discuss VC/V
· VC/V worksheet
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.32
· Review inference. Group guided reading “Moving Fast in Slow Motion.” 
· Complete character inference chart.
· Wingo. Long vowel sound Bingo

Resources
· “What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling”, p.32
· Sheena Cameron – Character Inference Chart
· “Moving Fast in Slow Motion.” Choices
· VC/V syllable fish
· VC/V syllable worksheet.
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “an”
· Onset - Rime game
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Onset - Rime game
· Reading Log









	Week 7
	Literacy Learning Progression

In the Third Year at School: 
· looking for information in visual language features (such as text boxes in non-fiction texts);

By the End of Year 4: 
· Working out the meanings of new words, using strategies such as:
· Applying knowledge of the meanings of most common prefixes and suffixes.
· Using reference sources to find the meanings of new words
· Inferring word meanings from known roots and affixes.
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Locating and summarising ideas by:
· Skimming or scanning
· Identifying key words
· Topic sentences
· Key questions
· Or by using subheadings
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review long vowel sounds
· Complete Switch On To Spelling”, 3.33 & 3.34
· Discuss questioning before, during and after reading reading. Introduce QAR
· Sheena Cameron QAR SM21
· Complete quick skim – how many times is the word “crocodiles” in the text?
· Group guided reading  “Crocodiles”
· QAR “Crocodiles” task
· Triple letter initial blend last card.

Resources
· “Switch On To Spelling” 3.33 & 3.34
· Sheena Cameron QAR SM21
·  “Crocodiles.” SJ:1, 3, 2010 (8.5-9.5)
· QAR “Crocodiles” task
· Triple letter initial blend last card.

	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review syllables. 
· Complete Switch On To Spelling 3.6
· Complete preview of “Goosebumps and Butterflies”
· Group guided reading “Goosebumps and Butterflies.”
· QAR “Goosebumps and Butterflies” task.
· Prefix Last Card

Resources
· “Switch On To Spelling” 3.6
· “Goosebumps and Butterflies.” SJ:1, 4, 2010 (8-9).
· “Goosebumps and Butterflies” QAR
· Prefix Last Card.
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “ip”
· Onset - Rime game
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Onset - Rime game
· Reading Log







	Week 8
	Literacy Learning Progression

In the Third Year at School: 
· looking for information in visual language features (such as text boxes in non-fiction texts);

By the End of Year 4: 
· Working out the meanings of new words, using strategies such as:
· Applying knowledge of the meanings of most common prefixes and suffixes.
· Using reference sources to find the meanings of new words
· Inferring word meanings from known roots and affixes.
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Locating and summarising ideas by:
· Skimming or scanning
· Identifying key words
· Topic sentences
· Key questions
· Or by using subheadings
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Discuss the “ll” sound and the various ways of spelling the “ll” sound.
· Complete Switch On To Spelling”, 3.45
· (Morphology- “What Every Teacher Needs to Know About Spelling” if students are ready.)
· Group guided reading  “Get Ready to Roll”
· “Get Ready To Roll” Task.
· QAR “Get Ready to Roll” task
· Long vowel sound last card

Resources
· “Switch On To Spelling” 3.45
· “Get Ready to Roll.” SJ:2, 2, 2011 (9-10)
· QAR “Get Ready to Roll” task
· Long vowel sound last card.

	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Discuss the “ow” sound and the various ways of spelling the “ow” sound.
· (Morphology- “What Every Teacher Needs to Know About Spelling” if students are ready.)
· Complete Switch On To Spelling”, 3.46
· Complete preview of “Phil’s Machines”
· Group guided reading  “Phil’s Machines”
· “Phil’s Machines” Task.
· QAR “Phil’s Machines” task
· Wingo

Resources
· “Switch On To Spelling” 3.46
· “Phil’s Machines.” SJ:1, 2, 2008 (9-10)
· QAR “Phil’s Machines” task
· Long vowel sound last card.
· 
	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “ot”
· Onset - Rime game
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Onset - Rime game
· Reading Log









	Week 9
	Literacy Learning Progression

By the End of Year 4: 
· Working out the meanings of new words, using strategies such as:
· Applying knowledge of the meanings of most common prefixes and suffixes.
· Using reference sources to find the meanings of new words
· Inferring word meanings from known roots and affixes.
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Locating and summarising ideas by:
· Skimming or scanning
· Identifying key words
· Topic sentences
· Key questions
· Or by using subheadings
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Mini scattergories
· Review syllables
· Complete Switch On To Spelling”, 3.47
· (Morphology- “What Every Teacher Needs to Know About Spelling” if students are ready.)
· Preview “The Secret World of the Dust Mite”
· Group guided reading  “The Secret World of the Dust Mite”
· “The Secret World of the Dust Mite” Task.
· QAR “The Secret World of the Dust Mite” task
· Suffix Rummy Game

Resources
· “Switch On To Spelling” 3.47
· “The Secret World of the Dust Mite.” SJ:2, 4, 2008 (9-10)
· QAR “The Secret World of the Dust Mite” task
· Suffix Rummy Game.

	Lesson Content
· “Amazing Race” – Internet Search / Skimming / Scanning / Questioning

Resources
· “Amazing Race Game”

	Lesson Content
· Word family challenge. “ut”
· Wingo
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Resources
· Wingo
· Reading Log








	Week 10
	Literacy Learning Progression

By the End of Year 4: 
· Working out the meanings of new words, using strategies such as:
· Applying knowledge of the meanings of most common prefixes and suffixes.
· Using reference sources to find the meanings of new words
· Inferring word meanings from known roots and affixes.
· Making and justifying inferences (using information that is close by in the text)
· Drawing on several related items of information in order to infer ideas and information that are not directly in the text
· Locating and summarising ideas by:
· Skimming or scanning
· Identifying key words
· Topic sentences
· Key questions
· Or by using subheadings
· Read for sustained periods and sustain meaning in longer texts over time. E.g. when reading junior novels over several days.

	
	Lesson Content
· Survivor Game – Encyclopedia Search / Skimming / Scanning / Keyword 

Resources
· Survivor Game

	Lesson Content
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Assessment


	Lesson Content
· Library Selection – Personal Reading
· Individual guided reading.

Assessment







Resources
The following resources are a few of those which are used most frequently.

Allcock, Joy		Switch on to Spelling

Cameron, Sheena	Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies: A Practical Classroom Guide.

User Friendly Resources	What Every Teacher Should Know About Spelling.




Example long and short “i” vowel sound sorting activity.
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Example Task 
Get Ready to Roll
By Bronwen Wall
School Journal 21-N2-11


1. 
1. Separate each word using the vc/cv pattern.
e.g. digging	   dig	 /    ging	

When two consonants stand between 2 vowels the word is usually divided between the consonants.
(Remember there are some exceptions)

elbows				 / 		
slapping	 		 / 		
rugby		 		 / 		
borrows	 		 / 		
person		 		 / 		
fingers		 		 / 		
scrummage	 		 / 		
injury		 		 / 		
standard	 		 / 		
bumper	 		 / 		

1. Break the following compound words into their two separate words.
e.g. into	   in	 /    to	

wheelchair			 / 		
volleyball			 / 		
indoor				 / 		
basketball			 / 		
into				 / 		

1. Find a word in the article which has a similar meaning to the following words.
e.g. seat = chair
You will also find the words in the word find below.
stop	 = (p 27) 				
thrilling	 = (p 28) 				
frequently = (p 29) 				
normal = (p 30) 				
not strong = (p 31) 				
coaching = (p 32) 				
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1. 
Break the following words into their individual sounds (phonemes) AND write the long vowel sound in each word.
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e.g. 

        vowel     
        sound
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1. Use the article to help you complete the crossword.
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Clues
	Across
	Down

	1. What does a rugby wheelchair have on the front?
1. What type of ball do they use in wheelchair rugby?
1. What is different about the wheels of a wheelchair used for wheelchair rugby?
1. Who wants to be the best wheelchair rugby players in the world?

	2. Where do they play wheelchair rugby? 
3. What has been changed to help protect people playing rugby?
7. What medal did the Wheel Blacks win in 2004 Paralympics?
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